Aware about what you wear: a dive into Fast Fashion
By Alana Do Nascimento, LAPAS intern

This article aims to unravel the dark side of fast fashion, an industrial approach based
on making fashion trends quickly and cheaply available to consumers.

People are more concerned about what they eat but how much do they know about
what they wear and its impact worldwide?

Fast Fashion: what is it and why you should care about it

l

4E]

James Neeley, Go with the flew

Starting from the 90’s fashion progressively moved to a market-based model of “fast
fashion”. That means that design, creation and production pass from catwalks to
capture fashion trends and through the optimization of certain supply chain’s stages,
those trends can be quickly manufactured and allow consumers to buy clothing at a
lower price. To have an idea, the most famous brands using this business-model are:
H&M, Zara, Primark and Topshop.

As our economy is based on capitalism in order to realize fast fashion, companies set-
up their production in developing countries where labour is cheap. The majority of
people working in those countries are facing terrible working conditions, in totally
unsafe buildings and for very low wages.

In Bangladesh textile and clothing industry are the leading business, representing the
80% of all the country’s exports. That makes it difficult for people to choose alternative
and better jobs.

The hidden impacts of fast fashion began to emerge after a dramatic accident which
took place in Dhaka, Bangladesh, in which hundreds of people lost their lives.



Rana Plaza Accident

On 24 April 2013, 1.138 died when the Rana Plaza, an eight-storey garment factory in
Dhaka, Bangladesh, collapsed. That was reported to be the deadliest industrial
accident in Bangladesh’s history. The complex collapsed as a consequence of
insufficient building safety and indecent working conditions. The products of many
companies where found in the rubble, those of Primark and Canada’s Loblaw to name
but a few.

Rite io, from the blog http://bestlongreads.tumblr.com/post/117307471738/anwar-waited-2-months-
for-fashion-brands-to-fix

The accident highlighted three principal facts: firstly, the co-responsibilities of big
foreign companies, secondly the collusion of local entrepreneurs, subcontractors and
corrupted politics and third, the negligence of public administration, unable to do the
right safety control of the buildings.

The dark side of the textile industry

Bangladesh is the world’s-second largest exporter of clothing after China. In 2013 the
textile industry employed 3,6 million of workers, mostly women paid with an average
wage of 68 euro per month. Bangladesh does not produces only for low cost brands
but also for lux fashion: such as Ralph Lauren, Hugo Boss and Giorgio Armani.

What's the cost of your t-shirt?
A t-shirt of Replay in Italy costs 40 euros and a Tommy Hilfiger one around 30s.
According to Mohammad Zulficar Ali, the executive manager of a company who

promotes the relationships between manufacturing factories and big brands, the
production cost of a Primark t-shirt would be around 1,20 euro, for Tommy Hilfiger is
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around 3,80 euro. Factory owners says profit would be almost the same regardless of
the client, Zara or Armani. Besides, worker's wages do not depend on the brand they
make the t-shirt for.

The cheap production that developing countries are offering simply means
labour exploitation.

The environmental consequences of massive garment industry

What people ignore is the huge impact of fashion on our society, both environmental
and social. The textile industry for example is the second most polluting industry after
the oil industry. Starting from the very beginning of the garment industry, one of the
most used products in fashion is a fibre in cotton. In order to keep up with the fashion
industry also the farming had speed up.In America much of the cotton is GMO and
“Roundup Ready”, which means that fields are treated with chemical products, with
serious implications for the natural environment.

Chemicals are highly spread all around the world and they are not only affecting fields
but also people’s health. The number of people living nearby fields treated with
pesticides, that are developing chronic diseases and cancers, has drastically
increased.

The textile industry also uses millions of gallons of water every day. However, the im-
mense waste of water isn’t the biggest problem. Pollutants are not removed before
being released into water bodies that reach areas where people largely consume
water for drinking or for daily activities. Nearby Bangladesh’s river Buriganga and
Cambodia’s Mekong river the water has become toxic and locals suffer from serious
illnesses, all due to industrial-scale clothing manufacturing.
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Lastly, fast fashion affects the environment with mountains of waste. “The average
American throws away 82 pounds, (37 kilograms) of textile wage. Adding up to more
than 11 million tons of textile wage.” This amount of garbage is contributing to pollute
the air.

Besides, people more and more frequently give their cheap clothes to charity
destroying local enterprises. Years ago a local textile industry was growing in Haiti
giving employment to hundreds of people, but it has been removed because of the big
amount of clothes arriving every year in the country for charity.

Contamination of the land, water, and the air by textile industries and its raw material
manufacturing units, has become a serious problem for the environment that we can
no longer ignore.

The social consequences

Developing countries are reported to be extremely corrupted. The Transparency Inter-
national’s annual Corruption Perception Index, places Bangladesh in the 145th
position out of 176 countries examined. This is not helpful for social justice and
people’s rights.

Governments are desperate for business and oppresse workers who are demanding
for higher wages and better living conditions. They need to keep the labour cheap in
order to continue attracting new foreign investments and due to the continuous threat
of companies to re-allocate elsewhere.

Many workers have died during peaceful manifestations or have been beaten by their
factory owners. On January 2013, in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 4 men have been killed
and at least 20 have been injured during a peaceful manifestation.
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The deployment of troops and the use of force against unarmed citizens are really
alarming and a clear signal of human right’s violation. In the textile industry people
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are trapped in this pervert cycle, working as slaves and deprived of the possibility to
revenge their rights.

What happened after “Rana Plaza”?

After the Rana Plaza collapse some companies simply left Bangladesh so their image
wouldn’t be damaged or because they didn't want to increase their production costs.
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